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The Historical Background of the Maccabean Revolt  

and the Rededication of the Temple 

 

The story of Hanukkah is rooted in a turbulent period of Jewish history, beginning 

around 175 BCE when Antiochus IV Epiphanes, ruler of the Seleucid Empire, 

rose to power. Determined to unify his kingdom under Greek culture and religious 

practice, he launched a deliberate campaign to erase Jewish identity. Hebrew 

Scriptures were outlawed, circumcision was forbidden, Shabbat observance was 

banned, and the Temple in Jerusalem was desecrated—its holy vessels defiled and 

an altar to Zeus erected within its courts. Sacrifices forbidden by Torah were 

offered on the altar, turning the sacred space into a symbol of oppression. 

This sparked deep grief and righteous anger among the Jewish people. In the 

small village of Modi’in, a priest named Mattathias refused to offer a pagan 

sacrifice and instead rallied his five sons to resist. When Mattathias died, his third 

son—Judah Maccabee, known for his courage—became the leader of what 

would become a guerrilla uprising. Though vastly outnumbered and poorly 

equipped, the Maccabees fought with determination, local knowledge, and 

unwavering faith. Their struggle was not just political; it was a battle to preserve 

the covenant, the Torah, and the worship of the God of Israel. 

After three years of conflict, the Maccabees achieved a stunning victory. In 164 

BCE, they reclaimed Jerusalem and ascended the Temple Mount. What they 

found broke their hearts—altars defiled, gates burned, weeds growing in the 

courts. But they immediately set to work cleansing, repairing, and restoring every 

part of the sanctuary. Their goal was not merely to win a war, but to restore 

worship. 

On the 25th of Kislev, they rededicated the Temple—chanukkah in Hebrew. 

According to Jewish tradition, when the priests went to relight the menorah, they 

found only one sealed jar of pure oil—enough for just one night. Yet they lit it in 

faith, and miraculously it burned for eight full days, the exact time needed to 

prepare new, consecrated oil. 

This moment marked not only the defeat of tyranny but the rebirth of Jewish 

worship in the land. The Maccabean Revolt became a lasting testimony to God’s 

faithfulness and the resilience of His people.  

Rooted in this historical moment of national and religious restoration is the 

modern celebration of the Feast of Dedication, or Hanukkah. The annual lighting  
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of the hanukkiah (the 9 branched menorah) commemorates both the Maccabean 

victory over the Seleucid forces and the rededication of the Temple in 164 BCE. 

Lighting candles for eight days reflects the traditional account of the oil that 

lasted beyond a single day.  

Today, when we light the candles of Hanukkah, we step into this same story of 

courage and rededication. Each flame remembers the faith of those who refused to 

surrender their identity or their worship. Each night echoes the miracle of light 

that outlasted its limits. And as we celebrate the Feast of Dedication, we join 

generations of believers who have looked back on the Maccabean victory not 

merely as a historical triumph, but as an invitation—a call to cleanse the inner 

sanctuary of our own lives, to rekindle the flame of devotion, and to dedicate 

ourselves anew to the God who still works miracles in the midst of darkness. 
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The Shamash Candle: The Servant’s Flame 

The Shamash stands apart— not counted among the eight candles of Hanukkah, 

yet it is first to be kindled. It is the servant candle, the one whose flame brings life 

to all the others. Without the Shamash, the brilliance of the menorah would 

remain unrealized. It serves quietly, generously, and through its service, every 

candle shines. 

In the same way, Jesus, the Servant Messiah, came not to be served, but to serve. 

His light was not for Himself alone but for the world, touching hearts, lifting 

burdens, and igniting hope. Just as the Shamash reaches toward each candle, so 

Christ reaches into our lives, offering His love that we might reflect it outward. 

This Hanukkah, may the Shamash act as a mirror to the heart of God’s design: to 

give, to serve, to shine in a way that empowers others—igniting hearts, spreading 

warmth, and bringing glory to God. When we focus on being a vessel rather than 

seeking attention, our light becomes multiplied. The glow of one small, obedient 

flame can ignite hope, courage, and joy far beyond what we can see. 

Let your life, like Jesus, give light without seeking attention, illuminate without 

pride, and serve without hesitation. In the quiet of the evening, let His fire pass 

through you, touching those around you, until the darkness is pierced with the 

steady glow of love. 

 

Reflection: 
Jesus, Servant of all, kindle Your light within me. Let me shine through humble 

service, bringing hope and warmth wherever I go, that Your glory may be seen in 

the lives You touch through me. 
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Candle 1 (Night 1) – The Light of Aleph 

As the first candle is lit, its small flame pushes gently but surely against the 

darkness. This first light is a beginning—a whisper of what is to come. And in 

this beginning, we are invited to meditate on the first letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet: Aleph (א). 

Aleph is silent. Yet its silence is full of meaning. It is the quiet breath before 

words are spoken, the stillness that holds the weight of revelation. In Jewish 

thought, Aleph represents the oneness of God, the unity that undergirds all 

creation. It begins Echad (One), Emet (Truth), El (God). Aleph stands as the 

strong, guiding leader—the ox that bears weight with steady strength. 

And so the first candle echoes Aleph’s quiet authority. This flame is small, but 

what it signifies is infinite. It reminds us that every act of rededication begins with 

a single spark—a return to the One who was first, who is first, and who leads us 

back to Himself. 

Aleph teaches us that God often moves in whispers. In gentle nudges. In silent 

invitations toward His light. The first candle asks us to pause in that holy quiet, 

to remember that beginnings do not need to be loud to be powerful. 

As its flame trembles, let Aleph speak its silent message into your spirit: 

Return to the One. Begin again. Let Him lead you. 

In this small light, receive the strength of the First— 

the quiet, unwavering presence of the God who goes before you 

and lights the path ahead. 
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Candle 2 (Night 2) – The Light of Bet 

As the second candle joins the first, its flame leans gently toward its neighbor—as 

though the lights themselves remember what Bet has always taught: the blessing 

of dwelling together. 

Bet is the second letter of the Hebrew alphabet, and its very shape resembles a 

house—open on one side, welcoming, spacious, ready to receive. Bet begins the 

first word of Scripture, Bereshit—“In the beginning.” It is as though God chose to 

begin His story not with a lonely letter but with one that speaks of home, family, 

and belonging. 

So the second candle stands beside the first like the beginning of a household. 

Two lights, side by side, reveal what one light alone could never show: that God’s 

design is community, connection, shared warmth. 

Bet invites us to imagine our hearts as a dwelling place—a sanctuary where 

God’s presence finds rest. It reminds us that holiness is not something far away; it 

is something that enters the home, settles at the table, and fills ordinary moments 

with divine nearness. 

As the two flames dance together, Bet whispers its invitation: 

Let your life be a home for the Light. 

Not a perfect home, but an open one. 

A place where God is welcomed, where peace is nurtured, where love is given 

room to grow. 

This second candle calls us deeper into relationship— 

with God, with others, even with the forgotten places within ourselves. 

For Bet teaches what the flame confirms: 

Light expands when it dwells, not alone, 

but together. 
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Candle 3 (Night 3) – The Light of Gimel 

As the third candle is kindled, a quiet movement seems to ripple across the row of 

flames—subtle, gentle, purposeful. It mirrors the spirit of Gimel (ג), the third 

Hebrew letter, whose shape has long been seen as a figure in motion: one who 

walks, one who goes forth, one who brings goodness to another. 

The sages say that Gimel represents the giver—the one who carries provision 

toward the one in need. It is a letter of generosity, grace, and holy movement. Not 

hurried, not strained, but steady and intentional… like someone who has heard a 

whisper from God and rises to respond. 

So the third candle becomes the candle of going forth. 

Not rushing, not striving—simply moving toward goodness. 

Gimel reminds us that light is never meant to stay still. 

It travels. 

It bridges distances. 

It meets people where they are. 

It bends low and lifts up. 

As the third flame joins the others, let it stir something inside you—a willingness 

to take the next step, to walk toward the person, the healing, the obedience, the 

forgiveness, the act of kindness that God has quietly placed before you. 

The world is healed not only through great miracles but through small, faithful 

movements of the heart—one step at a time, one gesture of compassion, one word 

spoken with tenderness. 

Gimel invites you to become a bearer of goodness 

in motion. 

Let this third light remind you: 

Sometimes holiness looks like taking a single, grace-filled step 

toward someone who needs what God has placed in your hands to give. 
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Candle 4 (Night 4) – The Light of Dalet 

As the fourth candle is lit, its glow stretches just a little farther, touching more of 

the room, softening more of the shadows. This widening light echoes the gentle 

mystery of Dalet (ד)—the fourth Hebrew letter, whose very form suggests a 

humble doorway. 

Dalet is the letter of poor and humble things—not in shame, but in simplicity. 

Its shape hints at one who bends low, one who makes space, one who opens the 

door so that blessing may enter. Dalet reminds us that every doorway in our 

lives—every transition, every threshold, every moment of change—can become a 

place where God meets us. 

The fourth candle stands like a quiet doorframe of light: 

an invitation to step through, 

to leave behind what weighs the heart, 

to enter into something new God is preparing. 

Dalet whispers of humility, of the beauty that comes when we are willing to open 

ourselves in trust before the Lord. It is the letter that teaches us that God draws 

near not to the proud, but to the open; not to the filled, but to the willing. 

As this fourth flame joins the others, let it become a doorway within you—a place 

where God’s mercy can pass through, a place where His presence enters the 

ordinary rooms of your life. 

Let this candle remind you that every threshold holds hope, 

every open door welcomes light, 

and every humble heart becomes a place 

where God delights to dwell. 

Dalet invites you to step gently across the threshold— 

and discover the grace waiting 

on the other side. 
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Candle 5 (Night 5) – The Light of Hey 

When the fifth candle is lit, something subtle shifts. The menorah crosses its 

midpoint, and the light seems to open—wider, deeper, almost as if the flames 

themselves take a fuller breath. This widening glow carries the essence of Hey 

 .the fifth letter of the Hebrew alphabet ,(ה)

Hey is the letter of breath—soft, effortless, Spirit-filled. It appears in the very 

Name of God and in the Hebrew word for breath, hevel, and grace, hen. When 

Hey enters a word, it often brings openness, life, movement. It is the letter that 

suggests revelation—God making Himself known, God breathing His presence 

into the world. 

The fifth candle reminds us of this sacred breath. 

Not the kind we strain for, 

but the kind that rests gently upon us— 

the breath that revives, restores, and renews. 

Hey calls us to pay attention to the quiet places where God is exhaling grace 

over our lives: the softening of a weary heart, the whisper that calms an anxious 

mind, the renewed strength that comes not from striving, but from simply inhaling 

His peace. 

As you watch the fifth flame flicker, imagine it as the breath of God entering 

your story. Not a windstorm—just a gentle exhale from the One who holds all 

things together. Let this candle become a reminder that God is not far off. He is as 

close as your next breath, as near as the stillness where He speaks, as present as 

the light that glows before you now. 

He invites you into openness, into surrender, into the life-giving breath of the 

Spirit. 

Breathe deeply. 

Receive the light. 

Let His presence fill every quiet space within you. 
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Candle 6 (Night 6) – The Light of Vav 

When the sixth candle is lit, the menorah begins to take on fullness—light 

stretching outward, connecting flame to flame until the whole row glows like a 

single, woven ribbon. This is the heart of Vav (ו), the sixth Hebrew letter. 

Vav is the letter of connection. 

In Hebrew, it is used as the word “and.” 

Simple, small, almost humble—yet it holds worlds together. 

It links past to present, promise to fulfillment, heaven to earth. 

It is the nail, the hook, the joining place where separate things become one story. 

As you watch the sixth candle join its light to the others, feel the quiet strength of 

Vav. It reminds us that our lives are not isolated flames but threads in a larger 

tapestry—woven by the hand of a faithful God who links every season, every joy, 

every sorrow, every blessing together. 

Vav invites us to trust that nothing in our story stands alone. 

The unanswered prayer and the unexpected provision. 

The long waiting and the sudden breakthrough. 

The grief and the comfort. 

The question and the grace that carries us through it. 

When this candle is lit, allow the light to reveal the sacred “and” in your own 

life—the connections God has been forming quietly, tenderly, faithfully. 

Let the flame remind you that He is the One who binds all things together: 

your past to His mercy, 

your present to His presence, 

your future to His unending hope. 

Vav shines with the truth that God is both here and at work. 

Close and guiding. 

Holding you and unfolding goodness 

in ways you cannot yet see. 
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Candle Seven (Night 7) — Zayin: The Flame of Spiritual Strength 

Tonight we light the seventh candle, and we turn our hearts toward the Hebrew 

letter Zayin—a letter shaped like a poised blade, a symbol of both weapon and 

nourishment. Zayin carries a paradox within itself: the power to guard and the 

grace to provide. It reminds us that true spiritual strength is never brute force but 

holy resilience—strength that protects, preserves, and sustains. 

In Hebrew, the root of zayin is connected to “provision” and “sustenance.” It 

calls to mind the manna that fell each morning in the wilderness, the bread that 

came not through Israel’s striving but through God’s steady faithfulness. Zayin 

teaches that strength does not come from stockpiling or self-reliance, but from the 

quiet confidence that God provides exactly what we need for each day. 

Yet Zayin is also a picture of a spiritual weapon, reminding us that light must 

sometimes be defended. Not with anger or fear, but with steadfastness—by 

refusing to allow the darkness to define our identity or determine our hope. The 

light we carry tonight is gentle, but it is not fragile. It stands because the Holy 

One strengthens those who lean on Him. 

As this seventh candle glows, let it be a reminder that God equips us for every 

season—arming us with peace, clothing us with joy, and nourishing us with His 

presence. The victory He gives is not loud or violent, but quiet, steady, and 

enduring. It is the strength to forgive. The strength to heal. The strength to hope 

again. 
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Candle Eight (Night 8) — Chet: The Flame of Covenant Life 

On this final night of Hanukkah, we light the eighth candle—its fullness mirroring 

the radiance of the Hebrew letter Chet, a letter long associated with life, 

covenant, and the sacred doorway into God’s presence. Chet forms the sound of 

chayim—life—and its very shape resembles a threshold, a passage from the 

ordinary into the holy. 

Chet reminds us that God’s gift is not merely existence, but abundant, 

covenantal life—a life marked by belonging, intimacy, and nearness to Him. It is 

the life that flows when we step through the doorway He opens for us, the life that 

grows when we choose to dwell in His presence rather than wander in our own 

strength. 

In many traditions, Chet also symbolizes new beginnings—the moment when the 

soul crosses from shadow into light, from striving into rest, from self-reliance into 

trust. On this eighth night, the fullness of the hanukkiah’s light echoes this 

spiritual crossing. The darkness does not disappear, but it is transformed; it 

becomes the backdrop against which covenant life glows even more boldly. 

Chet invites us to dwell—not rush, not strive, but dwell—in the life God offers. 

To allow His breath to become our breath, His rhythm our rhythm, His light 

our illumination. Just as the oil of the Temple burned far beyond its natural 

limit, so God desires to fill our days with a life that exceeds our own capacity. 
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Night 1 – Shamash (Servant Candle / Jesus the Servant Messiah) 

Mini Devotional: 
The Shamash is the first flame, the servant that lights all the others. Its purpose is 

not to shine alone, but to give life to every candle. Jesus, the Servant Messiah, 

came to serve, to lift, and to ignite hope in others. As you light the Shamash, 

remember: your greatest light is found in humble service and love that flows 

outward. 

Breath Prayer: 
Inhale: Jesus, Servant of all, 

Exhale: Light Your love through me. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Candle 1 (Aleph: New Beginnings / God’s First Work in Us) 

Mini Devotional: 
Aleph reminds us that God is the source of all beginnings. This candle shines with 

the promise of a fresh start, a new way to walk in His presence. Let this light 

awaken hope in the places where you feel weary. 

Breath Prayer: 
Inhale: God of beginnings, 

Exhale: Begin/Renew Your work in me. 
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Night 2 – Candle 2 (Bet: Home / God Dwells with Us) 

Mini Devotional: 
Bet is the house, the dwelling place. As this candle burns, remember that God 

desires to dwell within your heart. Let your life be a home of peace, hospitality, 

and His presence. 

Breath Prayer: 
Inhale: Lord, make Your home in me, 

Exhale: Shine through my life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Night 3 – Candle 3 (Gimel: Generosity / God’s Provision) 

Mini Devotional: 
Gimel teaches generosity and the flow of God’s blessings. This candle reminds us 

to give as freely as we have received, letting our lives be channels of His 

provision. 

Breath Prayer: 
Inhale: Lord, pour out Your gifts, 

Exhale: Let me share with joy. 
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Night 4 – Candle 4 (Dalet: Door / Open to God’s Ways) 

Mini Devotional: 
Dalet is the door, the invitation to enter into God’s presence. Let this candle 

remind you to open your heart, step into His path, and receive His guidance and 

grace. 

Breath Prayer: 
Inhale: Lord, open my heart, 

Exhale: Let me walk in Your ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

Night 5 – Candle 5 (Hey: Revelation / God’s Presence Shines) 

Mini Devotional: 
Hey is the breath of God, His revelation shining in the world. This candle reminds 

us to watch for His presence and speak His name boldly, letting His light guide 

each step. 

Breath Prayer: 
Inhale: Lord, reveal Yourself, 

Exhale: Shine through me. 
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Night 6 – Candle 6 (Vav: Connection / God Joins Heaven & Earth) 

Mini Devotional: 
Vav connects heaven and earth, uniting what seems apart. As this candle burns, 

let it remind you that God connects you to His purposes, linking your heart to His 

eternal plan. 

Breath Prayer: 
Inhale: Lord, connect me to You, 

Exhale: Let me live in Your purpose. 

 

 

 

 

Night 7 – Candle 7 (Zayin: Struggle / God’s Strength in Battle) 

Mini Devotional: 
Zayin represents the struggle and the warrior’s strength. This candle reminds us 

that even in battles, God’s power equips and protects. Let His strength shine in 

your weakness. 

Breath Prayer: 
Inhale: Lord, strengthen me, 

Exhale: Let Your power shine through me. 
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Night 8 – Candle 8 (Chet: Life / God’s Sustaining Love) 

Mini Devotional: 
Chet is life, God’s sustaining breath within us. This final candle celebrates the 

fullness of His light, the hope that endures, and the life He brings. Let it fill your 

heart with joy and gratitude. 

Breath Prayer: 
Inhale: Lord, breathe life into me, 

Exhale: Let me shine with Your love. 
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